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CLADISTICS & DATA

life’s origin

Eubacteria Archaea Eukaryotes

LAWYER-CLADIST ANALOGY

evidence data

convict classify

innocent until proven guilty assume homology

Occam’s razor parsimony

? objective

LIFE FORM CHARACTER STATES CHARACTERS
a:  multiple incissors
b:  head sculpture

abcde f gh i j klmn c:  colonial organisms
Chimp 00000 00000 0000 d:  poreless skin
Human 00000 00000 0000 e:  aggressive
Ferengi 11011 00000 1011 f:  telepathic
Klingon 01011 00000 1011 g:  teleport travel
Borg 00111 00000 1011 h:  able to read minds
Betazoid 00000 10100 1011 i:  dreaded nerve pinch
Vulcan 00000 10110 1011 j:  ‘bum’ head
Q 00000 11000 1011 k:  reproduction
Talosian 00000 11001 1011 l:  skin pigmentation
Andorian 00000 00000 0111 m:  hereditary molecule

n:  physiology



2

A
n

d
o

ri
an

T
al

o
si

an

Q V
u

lc
an

B
et

az
o

id

B
o

rg

K
lin

g
o

n

F
er

en
g

i

a-1c-1

d-1

e-1f-1

g-1 h-1

i-1j-1

k-1

l-1

m-1

n-1

b-1b-1 b-1


